
Sq’ewá:lxw would like to thank Angie 
Chapman and her family for their 
financial contribution towards the 
upgrades and maintenance of Edward 
Chapman Sr’s cemetary plot on Ruby 
Creek IR#2. 

Moving forward together
As you can see, our community members are 

busy in their personal and professional pursuits. 
We continue to make progress in all areas and, in 
the near future, we will provide guidance and 
administrative partnership for entrepreneurs 
who wish to start a small business. Once 
organ ized, Sq 'ewa: lxw wi l l adv ise the 
membership and invite them to an information 
session.

Sq'ewa:lxw is a member of the Sto:lo 
Xwexwilmexw Treaty Association (SXTA) and, we have 
presented a land and cash offer to government and, once approved, additional opportunities will 
become available to community members.

Enjoy the beautiful summer and, safe travels as you holiday and spend time with your families.

Sq’ewá:lwx First Nation          

Not quite one year into the launch of Sq’ewá:lxw’s Housing Committee and yet an impressive amount 
of work has been accomplished so far. The committee made up of 6 Sq’ewá:lxw members has focused 
its first year on establishing the terms of reference, vision and mission for the committee. They also 
completed Phase 1 of a housing needs assessment survey that went out to all members seeking 
feedback about plans for moving back to Sq’ewá:lxw and what they would like to see here. 

Phase 2 of the Needs Assessment survey has gone out to the phase 1 responding members and the 
committee is currently connecting with those participants.

Sq’ewá:lxw was pleased to be approved for the New Approach for Housing Support (NAHS) funding 
through Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada (AANDC) which will fund the completion 
of the housing needs assessment survey portion and the development of policy writing over the next 
two years.

If you are a Sq’ewá:lxw member and did not receive a survey but would like to participate, or if you 
have general housing questions, please contact sharron@skawahlook or call 604-796-9129. 

     

HOUSING COMMITTEE UPDATE

A message from Chief
Maureen Chapman

SUMMER 2015

CONTACTS

Skawahlook

Sq’ewá:lxw First Nation was honoured to collaborate 
with Bikes Against Bullies for a charity event on July 26th 
at Ruby Creek. Bikes Against Bullies is an annual fundraiser 
in support of Anti-Bullying awareness and in memory of 
15 year old Amanda Todd, who committed suicide in 2012 
after facing devastating bullying at school and online.

Chief Maureen Chapman explains: “Bullying comes in 
many forms and, as progressive and useful as technology 
can be, Amanda Todd's suicide, due to cyber-bullying, 
demonstrates these dangers. Our First Nations, Aboriginal 
and Inuit youth and families are over-represented in this 
demographic and, it is our individual and collective 
responsibilities to act when bullying occurs.”

SQ’EWÁ:LXW 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
OCTOBER 3, 2015    11am-3pm

Please join us for lunch and an update 
from Chief and Council. Feel free to bring 
photos and family facts (birthdays, 
names, etc.) for Emily to scan to add in to 
our growing family tree document.

RUBY CREEK ART GALLERY 
GALA OPEN HOUSE
OCTOBER 16, 2015   7pm

We are thrilled to announce the 2nd 
Annual Art Gallery Gala. Food and drinks 
will be served while you shop and enjoy 
cultural entertainment including singing 
and dancing. It’s a great time to start 
thinking about Christmas shopping and an 
event you will not want to miss!
  

UPCOMING EVENTSTHANK YOU!

The Annual event begins at Trev Deeley Motocycles in 
Vancouver where the fleet rides in procession to Ruby 
Creek to be met with lunch and entertainment. Mike 
Bellegarde, who had previously worked at Trev Deeley, is 
now the Economic Developer at Sq’ewá:lxw First Nation. 
Being a rider himself, he knew that Ruby Creek would make 
an excellent scenic route and would be a great fit for this 
charity event.

A silent auction boasted a wide variety of items and local 
bands performed while a salmon BBQ lunch was served. 
Later, Git Hayetsk dancers shared some cultural songs and 
dances, at which time they sang to life a drum that Amanda 
Todd had made which had been a request by Amanda’s 
mother, Carol Todd.

The Bikers loved Ruby Creek so much that we have decided to sponsor this event again next year. 
Planning will begin in the New Year and at which time we will be looking for sponsors to help make 
this event on other success!

Please find more information about Bikes Against Bullies and The Amanda Todd Legacy here:

      https://www.facebook.com/BikesAgainstBullies      http://amandatoddlegacy.org/

SUMMER STUDENTS
We are pleased to have received funding 

through the Stó:lō Student Career Placement 
Program to hire two students this summer.

Sq’ewá:lxw member Caleb Sjovold is back 
for the second year (visiting us from Ohio) 
and Sharon Desnomie joins us from 
Chilliwack.

Both students have been working at the 
administration building as well as helping 
coordinate events, running the gallery booth 
at festivals, and working in the gallery. Thank 
you Stó:lō Aboriginal Skills and Employment 
Training (SASET)  for this grant, and thank you 
Caleb and Sharon for your work! It has been 
great having them as part of our team!

‘BIKES AGAINST BULLIES’ EVENT 

Sq’ewá:lxw First Nation
58611A Lougheed Highway 
Agassiz, B.C. V0M 1A2
604-796-9129     
www.skawahlook.com  
www.facebook.com/SkawahlookFN  

Member Services
Alyssa Conkin   alyssa@skawahlook.com

Education Inquiries
Debra Schneider   debra@skawahlook.com

Administrator
Sharron Young   sharron@skawahlook.com

Project Coordinator, Genealogy Lead
Emily Sayward   emily@skawahlook.com

You’ve Been Framed (On-site Frame Shop)
604-796-0959

Ruby Creek Art Gallery
604-796-0740

Sto:lo Nation Health
Carmen Mclachlen   604-858-3366

Status Card Information
Leona Sam   604-824-3268

AANDC
infopubs@aadnc-aandc.gc.ca 
or 1-800-567-9604

...continued on page 3 ... 

Sq’ewá:lxw wishes to send our deepest condolences 
to the family and friends of the two loved members who 
passed away this Spring. 

George Randall
Chapman

Aug. 8, 1966 - June 23, 2015

IN LOVING MEMORY

  *Photos credit: David Falkins

Ina Lois Margaret
McIntyre

Jan. 2, 1967 - Apr. 5, 2015

(above) The Housing Committee toured some local housing projects including the Yarrow Ecovillage



Sq’ewá:lwx First Nation          

Sq’ewá:lxw was pleased to be a major sponsor of the 23rd Annual Stó:lō Nation’s Children’s 
Festival for the second year. The event continues to grow each year, with this year drawing over 
1500 people! With bouncy castles, midway games, delicious food, face painting, dunk tank, cotton 
candy, health and wellness booths, live DJ, talent contest, and more, this event never disappoints! 

Elements of the Annual Gathering was combined into this year’s Children’s Festival making it 
bigger than ever.

Check out the pictures on the Stó:lō Nation Facebook page at: www.facebook.com/stolonation

    

Sq’ewá:lxw First Nation was honoured to collaborate 
with Bikes Against Bullies for a charity event on July 26th 
at Ruby Creek. Bikes Against Bullies is an annual fundraiser 
in support of Anti-Bullying awareness and in memory of 
15 year old Amanda Todd, who committed suicide in 2012 
after facing devastating bullying at school and online.

Chief Maureen Chapman explains: “Bullying comes in 
many forms and, as progressive and useful as technology 
can be, Amanda Todd's suicide, due to cyber-bullying, 
demonstrates these dangers. Our First Nations, Aboriginal 
and Inuit youth and families are over-represented in this 
demographic and, it is our individual and collective 
responsibilities to act when bullying occurs.”

Congratulations to Kecia Prevost and 
Shannon Chapman for their 2015 graduation 
from Seabird College and Adult Education!

Kecia graduated with a Nail Technician and 
Office/Business Administration Certificate.

Shannon graduated with her Level 1 
Aboriginal Leadership certificate.

We are proud of you! 

MASTERCHEF CANADA CONTESTANT
COMES TO SQ’EWÁ:LXW

“The dinner presented by 
Tammy Wood was delicious, 

focusing on healthy fresh local 
ingredients with a nod to our 

traditional diet preparing wild 
game a couple of ways.
It was a lovely evening.”

- Julie Lungal

Welcome Louisa Sophie Arlene 
Charlie-Davis, born July 24, 2015
Congratulations Bill and Arlene!

The Art Gallery booth at Hobiyee 

Happy Birthday Marcus Alexander Ned!
He turns 1 on August 23rd, 2015
(Sorry we missed your birth announcement! 
Congratulations Kecia and Willard)

SEABIRD COLLEGE GRADUATES

The Annual event begins at Trev Deeley Motocycles in 
Vancouver where the fleet rides in procession to Ruby 
Creek to be met with lunch and entertainment. Mike 
Bellegarde, who had previously worked at Trev Deeley, is 
now the Economic Developer at Sq’ewá:lxw First Nation. 
Being a rider himself, he knew that Ruby Creek would make 
an excellent scenic route and would be a great fit for this 
charity event.

A silent auction boasted a wide variety of items and local 
bands performed while a salmon BBQ lunch was served. 
Later, Git Hayetsk dancers shared some cultural songs and 
dances, at which time they sang to life a drum that Amanda 
Todd had made which had been a request by Amanda’s 
mother, Carol Todd.

The Bikers loved Ruby Creek so much that we have decided to sponsor this event again next year. 
Planning will begin in the New Year and at which time we will be looking for sponsors to help make 
this event on other success!

Please find more information about Bikes Against Bullies and The Amanda Todd Legacy here:

      https://www.facebook.com/BikesAgainstBullies      http://amandatoddlegacy.org/

Spirit of the People PowWow

STÓ:LŌ NATION CHILDREN’S FESTIVAL

www.skawahlook.com

BIKES AGAINST BULLIES ... continued from page 1... 

A message from 
Councillor 

Debra Schneider

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FUNDING APPROVED
We are excited to announce that Sq’ewá:lxw has been funded through Aboriginal Affairs and 

Northern Development Canada (AANDC) for the Community Opportunity Readiness Program 
(CORP). This funding will allow Sq’ewxá:lxw to work with Urban Systems to conduct a Highest and 
Best Land Use study as well as develop a marketing plan that will enable us to be ready for future 
economic development and infrastructure. Aboriginal Tourism BC (AtBC) will join the project by 
giving feedback about potential tourism possibilities for the area.

This project has three phases; it began this summer and will be completed by March 31, 2016.

Tammy Wood teaching the healthy eating cooking class Tammy with Sq’ewá:lxw’s Economic Developer Mike B. 
and his wife Susanna

In the Spring, Sq’ewá:lxw was approved for a 
grant through the First Nations Health Authority, 
funding “a day of wellness”, coinciding with 
Aboriginal Day in June. 

We were thrilled to hire local celebrity chef 
Tammy Wood who spoke to the participants 
about healthy eating and the importance of local 
ingredients, while teaching how to cook wild 
game. 

Tammy was recently a contestant on 
Masterchef Canada and is currently working on 
producing a cooking show. She is also publishing 
several cook books.

This was a fantastic evening and we hope to 
have Tammy back again for future events!

‘MEMORIES OF RUBY CREEK’ DOCUMENTARY
‘Memories of Ruby Creek’ is a documentary that Sq’ewá:lxw produced in early 2015 which is a 

compilation of stories of our elders. It is a moving, honest, and at times comical account of growing 
up here in Ruby Creek. We are thankful to our elders and to Bear Image Productions for helping 
bring our vision to life. 

To view the video, please check out our website: http://skawahlook.com/568-2/

Mike Dangeli and the Git Kayetsk Dancers
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It is now August, and what a beautiful 
summer we have had... and with hardly any 
mosquitos! Yea!!

The Lands Advisory Committee (LAC) have 
completed Sq’ewá:lxw’s Land Use Plan (LUP). At 
our October 3, 2015 community gathering, we 
will be seeking approval for the LUP as this will 
he lp guide our community in future 
development on our land. The committee has 
also completed our Expropriation Law, but 
policies are not yet developed. 

Recently we have been working alongside 
Teranis Consulting for remediation work on the 
land on IR#2 that we were successful in 
obtaining last year and it should be completed 
by the end of this year.

On a personal note, Dave and I celebrated our 
40th wedding anniversary in March. We have 
split our time between gardening/canning, 
camping, and our wonderful grandchildren. It 
has been a lot of fun and I hope everyone has 
enjoyed their summer as much as we have!


