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September Sq’ép: Land, Resources, and Fishing

Our gathering in September was dedicated to the discussion of land, resources, and fishing. Having
previously undertaken community engagement and planning in lands and environment, most of our
attention was on fishing. We developed a vision statement for fish and fishing (which appears
below), and goals and action items which you will find on page 3. Let us know what you think!

/Vision for Fish
and Fishing

We envision a strong
community of people honouring
the past, empowered to live our
lives as we see fit, and defining
our own future. Our people
and our community maintain
our health and happiness in
partnership with the fish as we
always have. We are stewards
of the fish as we have always
been. We bring respect, family
unity, ceremony, and traditional
ways to the work required. We
are a resilient community,
secure in our own ability to

Qovide fish for our people. /
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Recap of our August Introductory Sq’ép

If you missed our August gathering, you will find a summary video
at this link: https://youtu.be/IXHc8mMMnk3A AUGUST 2017 S0 'EP RECAP
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For further information please contact Sharron Young our Sq’ewa:Ixw Nation Vision Champion!
(604) 796-9129 sharron@skawahlook.com
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Your Planning Team

\available to you.

All members of your planning team, pictured above, are excited to be assisting
with this important work. From left to right are Charles Chapman our Elder
Planner, Jenn Carman our Youth Planner, Sharron Young your Champion, David
Carson, Susan McKamey, Chief Maureen Chapman, Trena Point, Mike
Bellegarde, Josh Alexander, and Jon Taggart. Please feel free to contact Sharron
with any questions or contributions you may have, but anyone in the group is
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Inside this Sqwélqwel

& Fish Survey Results - P3

& Culture Sq'ép - P4

& Goals and Actions for Fish- P5
& How do | learn more? - P6
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Sq’ép (Gathering)

The Halg'eméylem word sqg'ép
means a meeting or a gathering.
Our planning will take place
within community engagement
sessions which we are calling

\sq'ép.
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Fish and Fishing Survey Results

We conducted a survey of members on fish and fishing and nineteen responded. Here is
what we found.

Sqg’ewa:lxw members primarily use fish for food (94%). Although most respondents do
not personally fish (84%), our members believe that fish is important to health (44%),
culture (33%), and ceremony (33%).

Members value a wide range of species of fish (trout, salmon, and sturgeon) and
consume the fish fresh, canned, smoked, or wind-dried.

Most members report family possession of a traditional fishing site (83%) with only half of
those reporting that they utilize the site.

Continued on the next page.

.
Should members be able to sell }

fish? |
J,

Does Sq'ewa:Ixw have arolein |
fisheries management?

Should fishing contribute to a '
tourism business?

Do you receive shared fish?
Do you share fish?

Do you fish?

SampleSize=19
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Results ... continued

Most comments indicated that control of family fishing sites should be up to the family
but one respondent indicated the Band should be in control, and one indicated a
governing body. Two respondents indicated that if a site is not being utilized it should
be available to others. One indicated that re-allocation should be discussed across
the membership. One dissenting member felt that any community member can fish at
any site on a first-come first-served basis.

Half of respondents share fish with family and 88% receive fish from family. Despite
sharing of fish 80% of members must buy some fish to feed their families. Fishing
should contribute to a tourism business within Sq’ewa:Ixw according to 67% of
respondents. However, use of fish in tourism must be within internal regulation with
regard to how the fish is used, in context of sharing of tradition and education of
participants.

On the issue of selling fish, 58% of respondents think that members should be able to
sell fish and 42% said no. One member warned that selling fish was not respectful to
family needs. Most comments expressed a need to meet family and community
needs first.

In reaction to the statement "Fisheries and fishing is controlled by the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans and we have no control”, members were consistent in their
responses that this was a poor situation. Eighty percent felt that Sq’ewa:lxw has or
should have a role in fisheries management.

In describing what contribution Sg’ewa:lxw might make in fisheries management,
members suggested : ensuring sufficient quantities for the community; participation in
outside processes; assist in conservation and regulation; spawning ground
rehabilitation; and purchase a community boat and motor and install a boat ramp.

/Prizes! \

We have door prizes at each sq’ép. In addition we are offering a grand prize of $1,000 at the
March session with entries accumulated by members by:

& Attendance at each sq’ép including attendance via Facebook Live;

& Submission of the feedback form from each sq’ép;

& Filling out surveys either online or in hardcopy;

& Submitting pictures, stories, etc.; and

& At the discretion of the planning champion in recognition of valuable contributions.

We also will be giving a guaranteed prize of $50 for the ones who attend all meetings and

\complete all surveys. /
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Input to the Comprehensive Community Plan

The information below is our draft input to the plan. Please review carefully the goals and
action items and provide your input. Particularly we would like to hear what the priorities
should be.

Goals
& Sqg'ewa:lxw is a full partner in all decisions made with regard to our fish and fishing.
& We are active in the stewardship of fish habitat and management of fish harvests.

Every person and every family have the fish they need for their physical and spiritual
health.

Every person has the option to participate in the work of a Sq’ewa:Ixw fish and fishing.
Each generation shares the same memories of family and fishing, and of fish.

Vision Action Item List for Further Discussion

a o

& Write a fish and fishing policy (one page and to be shared publicly) including defining the
Sq’ewa:Ixw way of sharing and selling of fish.

& Determine the types and volume of fish required for each person and the community.

& Build food security, including fish, into our emergency preparedness program.

& Expand Sq’ewa:lxw fishing to all modes of catch.

& Establish a program of teaching and mentoring new fishers.

& Investigate fish habitat enhancement on Lexwthithesam (Ruby Creek) and
Lexwskw’owowelh (Skwawolt Creek).

& Exercise our rights to fish in the way our ancestors did and in the context of modern
times.

& Support community fishing and food preservation including through the provision of
equipment as necessary.

& Build a dry rack and re-introduce the practice to the community.

& Investigate the construction of a fish weir or wheel in the Vasasus Island passage.

& Re-initiate community fishing and processing (drying, canning), as a social undertaking.

& Build a communal kitchen facility for processing of fish and sharing of food.

& Build a community root cellar.

& Purchase a community boat and motor and build a launching ramp.

Communicate to our people and outsiders the importance of fish to the sustainability of
our community.

4 )
How Do I Learn More?
Vision Project Video: https://youtu.be/SIVg2fN-sEs
Introductory Sg’ép Recap Video: https://youtu.be/IXHc8mMnk3A
Website: http://www.skawahlook.com/comprehensive-community-plan/
Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/SkawahlookFN/#

- J
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Can you identify these folks?

Tell us where it was taken and identify everyone and win an entry in the grand prize draw.

ﬁl’ép #3 - Culture \

At our next Sq’ép we will be discussing
culture. What it means to you, how it has
been under attack, and the role culture has in
achieving our vision of a healthy community.
Discussion will be led by Elder Charles
Chapman.

Saturday October 14t, 2017

Noon at St6:10 Government

House

7201 Vedder Rd, Chilliwack, BC (Building 8B)

We will have lunch and then discussions in the
circle until 3 pm.

Save The Date!
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