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November Sq’ép: Education 
Our gathering in November was dedicated to the discussion of education.  What a wonderful 
visit we had with Gwen Point! 

In Stó:lō, and in the education world, Gwen Point needs no introduction.  As a member of 
Skowkale First Nation she is family.  She has had a long and illustrious career teaching and 
motivating First Nations students toward excellence.  Dr. Gwen Point is the Chancellor of the 
University of the Fraser Valley and formerly the Chatelaine of the Province of British Columbia 
(the title given to the spouse of the Lieutenant Governor). 

Given free rein to help us understand the context for education in our community, Gwen 
delivered “Everything you need to know about education but were afraid to ask”.  Messages for 
us included: 

 Document and share who 
you are 

 There is a need to listen 
 Zero-in on connections to 

people 
 Acknowledge different 

kinds of learners 
 Teach in a way that is 

familiar 
 Learn the language 
 Build in culture and 

traditional knowledge 
 Acknowledge different 

language, ideas, and ways 
of looking 

Gwen also blessed us with the story of Th'owxeya, the Cannibal Woman.  To hear the story 
again, please visit this link: https://vimeo.com/141123309  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you missed our November sq’ép, you will find a summary video 
at this link: https://youtu.be/NyCZmp9lQT4 . 

mailto:sharron@skawahlook.com
https://vimeo.com/141123309
https://youtu.be/NyCZmp9lQT4
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Sq’ewá:lxw Traditional Land Use Study 

 

In November Sq’ewá:lxw and Land Forest People started work on a 
Traditional Land Use and Ecological Knowledge project (TLUEK). The goal 
of the project is to document Sq’ewá:lxw members’ use of the Ruby Creek 
watershed, including knowledge and use of important resources like fish, 
deer, and berries through the seasons, and histories of the changing lands 
and waters. 

So far Jonathan Taggart (Land Forest People) and community researchers 
Charles Chapman and Kecia Prevost have interviewed eight members 
throughout Ruby Creek, Chilliwack, Vancouver, and Lytton, and have heard 
stories of homesteading, hunting, travel, childhood, floods, erosion, and 
more. 

We are making a series of maps of the area that include these histories and 
resources, with the goal of helping to protect and restore valued cultural 
heritage. We are grateful to the Elders who have shared their knowledge 
with us, and we look forward to continuing this project through the new year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sq’ép (Gathering) 
The Halq'eméylem word sq'ép 
means a meeting or a gathering.  
Our planning takes place within 
community engagement 
sessions which we are calling 
sq'ép.   

Mary Chapman 
with Charles 
and Kecia. 
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Weaving our future to become one heart, one 
mind!! Let’semó:t. 
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Vasasus Island 
Looking out to Vasasus Island from 
Charles Chapman’s fishing spot, 
where future dredging may make 
fishing productive again. 
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Prizes! 
We have door prizes at each sq’ép.  In addition we are offering a grand prize of $1,000 at the April 
session with entries accumulated by members by: 

 Attendance at each sq’ép including attendance via Facebook Live; 
 Submission of the feedback form from each sq’ép; 
 Filling out surveys either online or  in hardcopy; 
 Submitting pictures, stories, etc.; and 
 At the discretion of the planning champion in recognition of valuable contributions. 

We also will be giving a guaranteed prize of $50 for the ones who attend all meetings and 
complete all surveys. 

 

. 

Sq’ewá:lxw Vision Project 
(Comprehensive Community Plan) 

 

We the Sq’ewá:lxw People have 
gathered in sq’ép to share our 

values, traditions, history, 
thoughts, and visions - each of 

which are symbolized by a single 
strand of cedar.  Our cedar strands 
are woven together, transformed 
into the Sq’ewá:lxw Cedar Hat and 
collectively honoured and held up 

by the People of Sq’ewá:lxw. 
 



 

 

 
January 2018 Page 5  

 

 

Sq’ewá:lxw Sqwélqwel

 

 

How Do I Learn More? 
 

Website: http://www.skawahlook.com/comprehensive-community-plan/  

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/SkawahlookFN/#  

Places of Sq’ewá:lxw 

Lexwthíthesem (Ruby Creek) - “always big rocks rolling down” 

Lexwskw’owōwelh (Slough) - “always get and drag canoe” 

http://www.skawahlook.com/comprehensive-community-plan/
http://www.skawahlook.com/comprehensive-community-plan/
https://www.facebook.com/SkawahlookFN/
https://www.facebook.com/SkawahlookFN/
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Fishing Lands and Resources   If you missed our August Sq’ép you will find 

a summary video at this link: https://youtu.be/IXHc8mMnk3A  

Introduction to CCP   Learn about the process at this link: 

https://youtu.be/SIVg2fN-sEs  

Project Vision Video   See what we set out to do at this link:  

https://youtu.be/lBCV5maxLC4   

Culture   If you missed our September Sq’ép you will find a summary video at this link: 

https://youtu.be/5yAicHo0Kmg  

Education   If you missed our October Sq’ép you will find a summary video at this link: 

https://youtu.be/F5NBUVrl43c  

 

February Sq’ép 

Emergency Management and Climate Change 
At our next Sq’ép we will be discussing climate change and other risk factors for 
Sq’ewá:lxw as we update our emergency management planning. 

Saturday February 17th, 2017 

11:30 am at Stó:lō Government House Note the New Time! 
7201 Vedder Rd, Chilliwack, BC (Building 8B) 

We will have lunch and then discussions in the circle until 3:15 pm.   

Videos 
Please follow these links for a complete video summary of 

what we have been accomplishing together! 

https://youtu.be/IXHc8mMnk3A
https://youtu.be/SIVg2fN-sEs
https://youtu.be/lBCV5maxLC4
https://youtu.be/5yAicHo0Kmg
https://youtu.be/F5NBUVrl43c

